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Statement on the Observance of
Freedom Day in South Africa
April 27, 1995

A full year has passed since South Africa
embarked on a bold course to build nonracial
democracy. Americans vividly remember
watching inspiring scenes of the people of
South Africa standing patiently in long lines
to cast their first votes together. Their work
for a democratic future still touches us all.

Under President Mandela’s wise leader-
ship, South Africa has taken the road of rec-
onciliation and consensus building. The Unit-
ed States remains determined to assist South
Africa in these efforts, through our assistance
program, the U.S.-South African Binational
Commission launched in March, and a wide
array of public and private sector initiatives
to support the rebuilding of South Africa.

South Africans are charting a course to
meet the country’s pressing economic and so-
cial needs. The Government of National
Unity has promoted sound economic poli-
cies. The American private sector—business,
private voluntary organizations, and aca-
demic institutions—has joined efforts to nur-
ture and sustain democracy and economic
growth in South Africa. Over 300 American
companies have returned since apartheid
ended.

On this Freedom Day, April 27, I con-
gratulate the people of South Africa on their
progress and courage. They stand as a symbol
of hope in a strife-torn world. The American
people wish them every success.

Proclamation 6792—Law Day,
U.S.A., 1995
April 27, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our legal system is the foundation on

which this Nation was built. It enables us
to realize the promises of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. Law protects our
homes, our families, and our communities.
It secures our borders and safeguards our en-
vironment. It is the basis for free markets

and our continued prosperity. And it helps
guide our relationships with other lands.

When President John F. Kennedy pro-
claimed Law Day, U.S.A. in 1962, he re-
minded us that law, like freedom, demands
constant vigilance. We must nurture
‘‘through education and example an appre-
ciation of the values of our system of justice
and . . . an increased respect for law and
for the rights of others as basic elements of
our free society.’’ As we celebrate Law Day
this year, it is more important than ever that
we rededicate ourselves to reaching these
goals.

Today, America’s system of jurisprudence
is being challenged as never before. Great
technological advances are leading us to re-
define and expand the ways in which laws
apply to us as individuals and as a Nation.
From communications to computer software,
international trade to environmental protec-
tion, our legal system remains an anchor of
freedom, even as it evolves to meet the de-
mands of our rapidly changing times.

If we are to further advance the causes
of democracy and human dignity around the
world, we must not falter in enforcing the
rule of law here at home. Laws must be ap-
plied as vigorously on Main Street as on the
information superhighway. The legal com-
munity must help to restore Americans’
sense of security and faith in justice. Most
important, our laws must continue to fulfill
our Founders’ ideals of fairness and equality.
Working together, we must strive to ensure
that tomorrow’s generations inherit the
truths that have long sustained us as a people
and move our Nation forward.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1995,
as ‘‘Law Day, U.S.A.’’ I urge the people of
the United States to use this occasion to re-
flect on our heritage of freedom, to familiar-
ize themselves with their rights and respon-
sibilities, and to aid others seeking to affirm
their rights under law.

I call upon the legal profession, civic asso-
ciations, educators, librarians, public officials,
and the media to promote the observance
of this day through appropriate programs and
activities. I also call upon public officials to
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display the flag of the United States on all
government buildings throughout the day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., April 28, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 1.

Remarks on Presenting the Teacher
of the Year Award
April 28, 1995

Thank you very much, Secretary Riley,
Governor Knowles, to our distinguished
Teacher of the Year. We’re fortunate to be
joined here by many friends of education.
I cannot mention them all, but I would like
to mention a few: First, my longtime friend,
Gordon Ambach, the executive director of
the Council of Chief State School Officers;
Scholastic, Inc. CEO and president Dick
Robinson, and senior vice president Ernie
Fleishman; President of the AFT Al Shanker;
and I know that Keith Geiger from the—
the president of the NEA, was on his way
here—I don’t know if he’s here yet—Assist-
ant Secretary of Education Tom Payzant, I’d
like to thank him for his work and for coming
here from a school district to make sure we
keep grounded in the real world. I want to
say a special word of welcome to all these
fine teachers here who represent, along with
our Teacher of the Year, 46 of the total
honorees throughout the United States.
We’re very, very glad to have all them here,
and I think we should give them a hand this
morning and a welcome. [Applause]

Before I make my remarks about the
Teacher of the Year and the importance of
education today I want to say one word about
our ongoing efforts to protect the American
people from ever again having to endure
what the American people have endured in
Oklahoma City.

Sunday I announced the first in a series
of new steps to combat terrorism in America,
whatever its source. Wednesday I invited Re-
publican and Democratic leaders from the
Congress to the White House to do more.
I announced at that time I would send to
Congress new legislation designed to crack
down on terrorism. These new measures will
give law enforcement expanded investigative
powers, increased enforcement capacities,
and tougher penalties to use against those
who commit terrorist acts.

I’m encouraged so far by the response
from Members of Congress in both parties.
And I say again, Congress must move quickly
to pass this legislation. The American people
want us to stop terrorism. They want us to
put away anyone involved in it. We must not
allow politics to drag us into endless quib-
bling over an important national item. We
must not delay the work we have to do to
keep the American people safe and to try
to prevent further acts of this kind.

We must allow the American people to get
on with their lives, and all of that is caught
up in this measure. I have put tough legisla-
tion on the table. It reassures the American
people that we are doing all we can to protect
them and, most importantly, their children.
We must not dawdle or delay. Congress must
act and act promptly.

All Americans have responded with great
spirit to this awful tragedy. Law enforcement
has been swift and sure. The rescue efforts
have been truly heroic and not without their
own sacrifices. Communities have come to-
gether as we reach out to support the people
who have endured so much. Now, working
together, we are going to do more.

The thing that I notice most, perhaps,
about the Oklahoma City tragedy was how
moved all Americans were by the plight of
innocent children. It is hard to think of any-
thing good coming out of something so hor-
rible. But if anything, I think the American
people have reaffirmed our commitment to
putting the interests of our children and their
future first in our lives.

In the brief time since he took office, the
Governor of Alaska, Tony Knowles, who is
sitting here behind me, has already worked
to do that in Alaska. Alaska, as you know,
is vast and faces unique problems and chal-
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